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celebrated artist’s work. Naturally, Pollack (horrified though he might have been at the
prospect of being turned into a preschool staple) is included as well. Happily, in the end,
Janson discovers a style of her own.

This theme also animates “Sky Color,” by Peter H. Reynolds. This is the third book in
Reynolds’s Creatrilogy series, which also includes “Ish” and “The Dot.” But each story
stands alone. Like its predecessors, “Sky Color” is all warmhearted, multihued sweetness.
Little Marisol is an artist, confident in her abilities, eager to express herself and full of
ideas. Her biggest problem, if you can call it that, is that she doesn’t have any blue to paint
a new mural for the school library.

In this upbeat, rainbow world, such problems are neatly solved. Looking around her,
Marisol realizes that not all skies are actually blue. Just as not all children, as Marisol’s
group of multiethnic friends wordlessly makes clear, are white. When Marisol finally
paints her portion of the mural and a boy asks, in confusion, “What color is THAT?”
Marisol’s response is emphatic. “ ‘That?’ Marisol said. “THAT is sky color.”” And who
would dare tell her she’s wrong?
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